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MB. THORPE 

A n Express reconstruction of a n ordeal that 
no other British politician has had to endure 

TH H 

And now new 
facts emerge 

By John Warden and Paul Hopkins 

THE extraordinary details 
emerged last night of how 
Jeremy Thorpe was put through 
an ordeal no British political 
leader has endured before. 

And today (lie Liberal leader 
faces new questions about :— 
9 A business partnership w i t h fo rmer 
L ibera l M.P. Peter Bessell. . . . 
0 Meetii igs Mi 1 . Thorpe and Liberal i\].P. 
David Steel hail in New Y o r k w i t h M r . 
Bessell in 1072. 

, # The revelations o f n woman who -tipper! 
off police about a possible •attuhipt.on his l ife. 

The scene 
The ordeal of Mr. Thorpe reached Historical 

heights when he was Riven a Star Chamber grilling 
by his fellow Liberal M.P.s.on Wednesday night. 

They wanted T6 get at the root ot the Imputa­
tions that for a week have been fired at Mr. Thorpe 
over the case-of Norman Scott, whose claim of a 
"sexual relationship" he has denied. At issue was 
nothing less than the leader's credibility. 

I t was not planned to be a Star Chamber or a 
kangaroo court, but tn their anguish to do the right 
thing: the Liberals came near to' dcserltnjr their 
principles, though they could find'a' good Liberal 
word to excuse what went on—pdrllctimtfon by a 
democratic parly. ' . 1 

For nearly two hours behind closed doors 
Mr. Thorpe was on trial. Judge an'd jury were his 
12 M.P.s along with six Liberal peers. 

The one woman there in cheerless committee 
room No. 10 at the.Commons was Mrs. Margaret 

_JWLnfleld, the party president, by special invitation. 
Everyone else, party officials and all, was excluded. 

Mr; Thorpe was In the chair^-or dock—and was 
flanked by Chief Whip Cyril Smith and party elder 
Lord Bycrs. Lined up Jury-like on the benches 
below him sat the M.P.s and peers. ' • 

' The evidence 
One of the MT\s, the eminent Q.C. Mr. Emlyn 

Hooson—who in 19G7 competed with Mr. Thorpe for 
the leadership—was counsel for the prosecution. 

-He soon, look charge in professional style as 
master or his brier. This was lo go through the 
evidence, consisting of the correspondence in the 
case-^the letters scut by Peter Bcssell to Norman 
Scott. _ < 

Almost line by line Mr. Hoqson took Mr. Thorpe 
through the flic of ictLcrs. He" was out. to discover 
If there was anything in them that, incriminated 
the leader and might damage his political credibility. 

Question.: "And now milt j/oit Itirn to tlu: letter 
dated • ?" Question : 

P o c k e t C a r t o o n 

By Osbert Lancaster 

"Vrsvlaf Come auiay j>oni 
rJiflt uritidour AT ONCE!" 

lo 
usage which I 

Itavjj MH Iq sav What 
about the 
shall read 
So .Ihc examination wen', on. 
Sonne of the others asked n 
question or iwo. . Bu i soon 
tlicy test, the • Inquisition w 
Mr. Hooson. 

Later Chief Whin Mr. 
Smith described Mr Hoosons 
performance as ruthless. 

M.P.S Jo Orlmonif nnd 
rtus.se] I Johnston Ir-Jt the 
room and stayed out for most 
of l l ie time._ 

The tart that Mr . ,Tlinrnc 
endured i t without wnlkin? 
out tn protest is a measure 
nol onlv or his determination 
to remain leader but nT his 
confidence thnt he Ki l l do so. 

B u t l i c was white-raced and 
unsmilim when he left wilh 
UAV\O\ Steel, his closest allv 
unions the M.P.S. 

Lfl?l niffltt Mr. sire] lold 
Liberals nl Redhii], Surrcv : 
"The events of the past few 
days have imposed immense 
strains on the parlv nnd par­
ticularly on lis leader." 

He added": " I am proud of 
the • wav the party has 
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The grilling: Mr Thorpe, Hanked by Lord Byers and Cyril Smith, is questioned by the party's own QC, MrLEnilyn Hboson 

W o m e n 

in t h e 

E x p r e s s 
Is ihe high 
lite 
getting 
too much 
for 
Margaret 
trudeau? 
First she 
Wjas 
accused of 
rum-svisging, then 
causing astonishment 
at .a parly. Is it, all loo 
much (or d e r ? 
See Page fl. 

Who is the 
woman 
men love 
to read.? 
Jean-Rook 
of course. 
Today she 
Jalks lo 
lhat 

Grand Old Man of 
politics, Lord "Manny' 
Shinwe.i. See Page 5. 
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Ex-Jaguar boss to fight-poll 
Mr. GcofTrcy Robinson, former 
Jaguar car chief, was choscn_ 
Inst nlRhl as Labour tnnUI-
dale for the Coventry North-
Wcsrbv-elcctlon caused bv the 
Ueiilh of Maurice Edcfmrin. 
who had it 1.488 majority for 
Labour. 

Polllntt day n l Coventry nnd 
for Dv-elcc'Uons at CnrFhahort 
nnd Wlrni l will be March 11— 
Mr. Wilson's GOth birthday— 
.-•['cording to Commons sources!' 

Trade warning for Argentine 
The Argentinians were warned 
vcslcrdav against n retention 
br liic incident in which their-
destroyer fired on the British 
survcv ship .Shnckleton. 

Foreign Under Sccrctarv Mr. 
Edward Rowlands told M.p_s 
lhat i t would ' ' ca l l into 
question Britain's political 
nnd cOBimcrriHl ties with the 
Argentine." 

Carrying on 
Tlie Government -IK t not 
embarking oil immediate'ruts 
In the size of the CivTT Ser­
vice. Mr. Charles Morris, 
Civil Service Minister.-, told 
thr Commons laM night. But 
R review aimed at cuttlnc 
bach growth was being made. 

Wall Street down 
NEW VORK, Tliursrtav.—Tlie 
Dow Jones index fell 11 -Rl 
point" to 904 81 on Wall 
Slrcri, tori ay 

It's a,boy 
Singer Clodafih Hodgcis. 'JA. 
xcslcrdaj- gave birth to a 
71b. So*, son. Matthew John. 

Navy returns 
to Cod War 

By Roy Blackman 
TWO Royal Navy irigales were heading back into the 
Cod War at JO knots last night after a day in which 
Britain Claimed Icelandic gunboats had "run riot" 
in the disputed' fishing grounds. • j 

.There were nl least two 
warp^cut t l i tg attempts on 
the B r i t i s h trawler fleet 
—one successful—and an 
at tempted ramming. 

The new oiulauuhl - aUo 
rammed h o m e Iceland's 
determination to sever dtp-, 
lumnlic ties wllh Britain. 

f lc l i i rn of British tvnr.-hlps 
was automatic b e c a u s e 
Foreign Serreinrv Jjimcs Cnl-
lachnn had warned that a 
s i n K 1 c further harassment 
would bring In the Navy, 

Promise 
And his-Icclandlr counter-

part. E i Ti ft I" ApiMl-sciu. 
matched this with a oromlse 
Hint ihe Nnvy's return would 
be countered bv Ills rounlrv 
brcaklne. olf relations Willi 
Britain. , 

» ' warned that there would 
be no return ana the break 
would l>e -n i l historical turn 
tor Ihc wor.se." •* 

There was n ili ie.i t . loo. 
from the Irclandic Foreinn. 
MinUlcr that, there would 
also be other serious consc-
(Jlieuccs (or Brilcilu. 

T h l , new. j-crlnus twist i n ¥ 

the six-month depute mrnns 
that yet asam the relations 

•tr • What a sauce 
T H E R l . Hon. Harold Wilson. O.B.L., H.P. T h a i Is how 
Ihe Prime minister—who has Ihr.-reputation of belnu 
almost .i-bottle-a-neek II.P. saucr man — is listed in a 
Belgian Government book oul yesterday. H.P, ? " A very 
embarrass In? printing mistake,", .said ..the Belgian 
Foreign Ministry. 

CaMagharf: Warning 

of the two NATO allies ar t ln 
.•>. stale of col la te . 

Brcakln: oulr.t enme 
3.la u.m. when Hie Icelandic 
roasinuard vcsjrl B.ildiir m l 
both trawl wnt-ps of the Ha. 
ton Hull tr .mlrr Lneli F.riboll 
L'2 milrs otr Iceland's l iorik-
east coast. 

Tlie Icc'lnndris'rlaimrrl thai 
Hie trawler and llnec others 
were fishing m a conservation 
area. 

A i the same lime, the coast­
guard flap-hip T.vr-made an. 
i inMirccsslul-m 'n oh the 53J-
son Fleetwood trawler. Gavinn. 
jO miles away. 

Now R.A.F. surveillance, 
will be resumed. As ihe 
frifiatcs Juno and D'omede 
raced In. , i British Tfnwlcr 
Federation spokesman said V 
" Our reaction \t a mixture ot 
relief nnd sorrow—sorrow 
tha i wc had to rio this ae,;iln. 

" T n c onlv solution stll i 
remains to sit dawn around a 
tabic and stnrt inlKine'" 

Maggie 
'lambaste 
£335 tax 
increase 

By George Lochhead 

T H E average British 
household wl l f ih is year 
pay 1335 more in income 
tax Ihan in 1974, iUrs. 
"Maruarel Thatcher'lold 
Uic Commons yesterday. 

The Opposit ion Leader 
protected : " I s nol l i t i s t l t r 
i n t o l e r a b l e cost o l 
Socialism ? " 

To -Tore" cheers slie uicrd 
.Mr, Iljircilrl VMIMIII to dlitus* 
with the T.U .C. " the errorm-
ou» lncrrnsc in the uniounl ot 
i.ix t;tken nul nl the uav 
ptveket by our Government. 

'Anxiety1 

told •The P r i m e . Minister 
her : "-The Clinnccllor I.Vr. 
/Jftiis llcalfn] tins already 
expressed ni,- anx i rn abotii 
this ; l nd has civen some hail , 
even, ol his intentions." 

Mr. WiU-on added : ' 
wil l know-that the llfturc., ..... 
cuotc wmitd have been very 
lini!:li liii'ic.iscd it \ve In­
creased drtctiec._ cxiienrjiture 
li.v W-S hlllloii^ a.- you hitve 
bc<m arivouathi'^. 

"And theic would tie a far 
bl.-ccr iiK-rc.ifc : f tht« Goif rn-
mctll- were lo fulfil the 
frivolous election promises 
von made m 3074 on 
morlsapes." 

Budget Day 
DUnGET. DAY—with h l l h 
hopes of las cuts — will be 
April B. Chancellor Denis 
Henley rnnflnned llie date 
yesierday und nnnounred that 
next, week he Intends lo spell 
out hi* .special measures to 
combat unemployment. 
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And you'll rind the vide r;mr»co£ 
all the Parker KnuII clitiirs, settees, .' 
rtickersiinii retliners.Tliey .-ire all in 
the Book ol" Comfort. Fill in the 
coupon and it's, yours tu browse 
through,. . . • 
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