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An Express reconstructlon of an ordeal that
no other Brltlsh poht1c1an has had to endure

’

. MR. THORPE

"And now new
facts emerge

By John Warden and Paul Hopkins
THE extramdmaly details

Women
in_the
Express

emerged last night of how
Jeremy Thorpe was put through
an ordeal no British political

‘]eader has endured before. s the high
" And today the Liberal leader ?Qec:u:‘%ch

. faces new questions about :— - for )
@ A Dbusiness partnership wlth former Margarer |
 Liperal MLP. Peter Bessell. - First ane
® Meetmgs Mr, T horjie .m(l I,ll)er-t] \l I was -
- David Steel -had in, \Iu\' Ym‘k with M. accused of -

rum-svigging, lhen

Bessell in 1972. causing astonishment

. @ The revelations of & wmmm who tipped at .a parly.- lsou all loo
off police abouba possible-attempt.on his lite. much for ber? " -
See Page 8.
The scene _ - "Who is the - _
woman - -

The ordeal of Mr. Thorpe reached Uistorical

heighls when he was given a Star Chumber grilling s e e - :’;e?é:‘%“f
by his fellow Liberal M.P.s.on Wednesday night. - Jean-Rdﬁk
M They wanted T get at the root of Lhe imputu- of course
tions that for @ week have been fired at My, Thorpe Toda she.-
over ‘the cade-of Norman Scott, whose claim ‘of a : Ialksylo ‘
- «sexual relationship” he has denied. At lssue was bt

nothing less than the leader’s credibility.

It was not planned to be & Star Chamber or a
kangaroo-court, but in their anguish to do the right
thing the Liberals came near to deserling iheir
principles, though they .conld find¥4 good Liberal
word to excuse what wcnt. ‘on—parileipution by a
democratic parl.y - . . X

For nearly two 11ours bchlud “elosed dOOlS ; ' ’ .

Mr. Thorpe was on trial. Judge dud jury were his - The grilling: Mr Thorpe, llanked by Lord Byers and Cyril Smllh is questioned by the party's own QC Mr_ Emlyny Hgoson

Navy"returns

Grand Qld Man ol
politics, Lord “Manny "™
" Shinwe.i. See Page 5.
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Thc one woman there it1 cheerless commit.t.cer
room Neo. 10 at the Comimons was Mrs, Margarel
“Wwinfield, the party president, by speclal invitatipn.
Everyone else, party officials and all, was excluded.

Mr, Thorpe was in the chalr—or dock—~—and was
flanked by Chief Whip Cyril Smith and party elder
Lord Byers., Lined up jury-like on the bcnches,

Ex-J aguar boss
to fightpoll -

Mr. Geofirey Rablnson, former
Jaguar ear chief., was chosen
last night ns_ Labour tandi—
date for the Coveniry North-

Maggie el

it The Norton Rechner.
lambasts

}’Qu’ll find it on page2. Y

: and Wirral will be March 11—
.. Hooson—who in 1967 competed with Mr, Thorpe for ;’:‘cm_‘",‘ﬁ:;"{‘;fcgg:};‘ogflsgg‘r‘;;;i
- the lecadership—was counsel for the prosecution,

-He socon.look charge in professional style as »
master of his briel, This was Lo go lhrough the Trade Warnlnﬁ,

-below him sat the M.P.s and peers, West by-electlon caused by m: : e » f
st T SR to Cod War £335 tax of ournew
— ! i X e eviaence . LnPnIan day at Coventry and 3 : ' B k f C f -.'
. One of Wi MPs, the cminent QC. Mr. Emlyn for by-eleclions at Carshaiion By Ray Blackman 11’1(}1_“6&88 00 0 0111 Ol't.

TWO Royal Navy Irigales were hG.ldil‘lg back lnto ‘the R : ) Lo
Cod Wur at J0 knets last night after a day in- which By George Lachhead I
Brilain dlaimed Ivelandic gunbouts had run riot" ¥ TR aversgé  Brilish

And you'll hnd du. w l!.]L mnqc of
in the dispuled fishing grounds. -houschold will 'this yoar ’

all the Parker Knoll chitivs, seties,.

evidence, consisting of the correspondence in the
case—the letters sent by Pctcr Bessell to Norman

- Scolt. . .

- -, Almost line by lune Mr. ‘Hoqson took Mr. Thorpe

for Argentine -

TLie Argentinians were wamed’
vesterday aguinst a repetition
.of the incident in which their

There were Al leasl 1wo

warp=culting attempis on

the Britishh {rawler fleet
—uone sugeessful—and an
aitempted ramming. :

pay £335 more in income
tux than in 1974, Mrs.
Margaret Thateher Lotd
the_ Commons yesierday.

-rockers and recliners. Thevarea lm

the Book ol Comtfore. Fill in the
coupon andit's )’Uulb w bw\\ sC

destroyer fred on the British The slauzht - alwo . : 1 .
through the file of letlers. He was out to discover | STRioser freg on foe arbe mew  anstauzhl - alo The Opposition Leader throug h.‘_
ff there was anything In. them that.ineriminated - ;ore:’gnRUmilcr gcclrc]ldarl\ulgr. ilnlf:r{r;innliou o sever dip. \flr‘“‘“(‘;’;gdr;\ m-"elmlcg:th ‘15?
war Owla 4] s 4 lomalie ties with Britam,
* the leader and ::night damage his political eredibility. that it would vceall into] Relurn of Britlsh warihips Soclallam ?°
Question.: “And now will you lurn lo the letter | question Britalw's  politieal | was  mutomaile beeanse o Tore cheers she wierd
. daled « £ 2" Questlon ! Forelop Serrelaty James Cni-

Pocket Cartoon
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“What. hap
abont the
shall rcad .
So .\lie cmminntlnn wenl on.
Some of the others asked a
queslion or o, . Bul s0on
they fcft the - inquisiilon te
Mr. Hooson. .

vox lo say
mcauc which [}

and commercial tles with the
Argunllnc" .

Carrying on .

The Govgrument i 4 not
embarking ot immediate “euts
in the size of the Civil Ser-
vice, MNr.  Charles  Morris,

laphan had warned that a
sinsle further harnsiment
would bring in-the Navy,

Promise
Ang hiq'!cclmadlr counters

part, -~ Einar Apustegon,
malched Llns with a oromise

Callaghan’: Warning —

of the twa NATO allies are in

Mr. Hareld “ilsuu to distuss
with the TU.C. " ilhe enurm-
" ouas inerease m Lhe gmount of
tax taken oyt of the pdyv
packel by our Gmcrmncnt

_“Anxiety’

The Prine. Minister told

. , . her © “The Chm M
Later Chiel ‘\Whin Mr. ﬁ_{!\:llcfggéges 1‘;{1"‘,’;‘};,‘;[_ tgm thal the Navy's returm wonld  a stnte of collapse Deniy .;]r“rrfh-m “l:g?m:lrlnd’;'
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“Usrsulal Come away from
- that window AT ONCE 1"

But:he was white-[aced and
unsmiline wiem he left with
David Steel. hls closcst aliy
-among the M.Ps.

Singer ("Indnp.h Rodgers, - 24,
resterday  gave birth 1o a
Tib, Aoz son. Matthew John.

Thl~ new. :etlous twist in
the six-xmonth dixpule mrans
that yel agam the relations

s

AL the same time, e coasi-

guard Nagslnp ,'Tyr- mnde an.

. unsuccessiul-un oh the 532

ton Fleetwood trawler. Gavina,
30 nilles awny.

bizzer' tnerease i1 tis Govern-
menk were fo fulfil  uhe
frivojous  clection  promuses
yeu made In 1974 on
moriaages”

Last night Mr. Ster] lold : , - o o Now RAF. surveiiance =
veerie e swee L What q Sauce o e e geme Tas ie | Budget Day

days have Imposcd immense
siralns on the parky nnd par-
ticularly on I8 leader.”

He added™ “I am proud ol
the - wav the party has

Page.Two, Column 1~

Forcign Ministry.

THE Ri. Non. larold Wilson. O.B.L.,
the Prime Minister—whoe has lhn~rcnuhlinn ol being
almost a-bottle-a-week ILP. sauce man — Is lisied in 2
Belzian Government book out yesterday. H.P.? “ A very
embarrassing  prinling  mistake,”.

P, That is how

said - lhe_ Belgian

rigates Juno_ and Dismede

raced . in. 3 British Trawler
Federatlon spokesman  sabd 7
" Qur reaction Is a mixture of
rellef  and  sorrow—sorrow
that we had to da this again.
"Tne onlv ' salution  stil
remains ta sit doun Araund a
table and stort talking™

BUDGET. DAY-—with hl h
hopes of (aX euts — witl

April B Chancellor Dcms
Healet  confinmed  the date
vesierday and announced that
next week he Intends la ~pell
aut hr< wpecial measures to

combat ynemployment,

—-.._._.__-_I

madels,
- Nihe
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wker Knoft bumitarg Lad 7O Box 2 Liespon LALUR,
Pleasesend me wurInm-LuI Conttert sotbat T havg
moredetails utthc Nogten Recliner i voug vaine
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